
  
  
  
  
 

ANCHE CHI NON CAPISCE L'INGLESE...CAPISCE 
DALLE IMMAGINI. NOI SIAMO FORTI PERCHE' 
QUALCUNO DA LA VITA  

Baghdad MASSACRE -  
report from IRAQ  

 
 

Baghdad Massacre 
This was received from a priest friend: 

We can only weep, pray and hope! 
 

 
 

Father Wassim Sabih (Waseem Sabeeh Al-kas Butros)  27 years old 
Father Thaer (Thaer Saad-alla Abdal) 32 years old 

 
were killed during the attack on Our Lady of Salvation Syrian Catholic Church by islamics 



terrorists  
during Mass Sunday evening, in Bagdad, October 31, 2010. 

Father Rafael Alkotaily was injured during the attack and he is now undergoing a number of 
surgeries at Ibn Al-Nafis hospital in Baghdad.  

More than 63 were killed. Another 120 were wounded. Hundreds of dependents are now 
helpless.  
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For the past 7 years, the Iraqi Christians have been targeted by waves of attacks on their 
churches, monasteries, homes, businesses and in persons. A Bishop and Several Priests were 
killed and even slaughtered in cold blood. Since the events of 2003 more than half the Iraqi 

Christians fled the country, thousands have been killed, and more than 60 churches, 
monasteries were bombed. 

 
In less than a week after terrorists’ attacked Iraqi Christians during a Sunday mass in the 

heart of Baghdad – an incident that killed more than 50 people and injured dozens others, al-
Qaeda has threatened to stage more similar attacks on Christians. 

 
In a warning, an al-Qaeda affiliated group, Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), claimed that their 

attacks were legitimate and that the time had come for Iraqi Christians to face the doors of 
destruction. 

 
The ISI’s warning has been published on the militant websites in which he warned that his 

group would soon extirpate and disperse Christians from Iraq. “All Christian centers, 
organizations and institutions, leaders and followers, are legitimate targets for the 

muhajideen wherever they can reach them,” the statement said. “We will open upon them the 
doors of destruction and rivers of blood,” it added. 

 

 
 



 
 

Yahweh, how countless are my enemies, how countless those who rise up against me, 
how countless those who say of me, 'No salvation for him from his God!'Pause 

But you, Yahweh, the shield at my side, my glory, you hold my head high. 
I cry out to Yahweh; he answers from his holy mountain.Pause 

As for me, if I lie down and sleep, I shall awake, for Yahweh sustains me. 
I have no fear of people in their thousands upon thousands, who range themselves against me 

wherever I turn. 
Arise, Yahweh, rescue me, my God! You strike all my foes across the face, you break the teeth 

of the wicked. 
In Yahweh is salvation, on your people, your blessing! (Psalms chapter 3) 

+ 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 

When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had 

maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying,  
"How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on 

those who dwell on the earth?" 
And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for 
a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to 

be killed even as they had been, would be completed also. (Revelation 6 /9-11)  

+ 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Our Lady of Salvation Church: First Mass after the attack 

 



 
 
 

Some further videos sent to me by my Iraqi friend. I have no idea what is being said, but the 
state of shock is clearly visible, particularly in one of the young women who were among the 

very few who were not hurt but they lost their brother and his 3 year old son was wounded in 
the leg. 

 
Pray for peace in Iraq, and that our Christian brothers and sisters will not be deserted by the 

'Christians all over the world' in their hour of need. 

+Amen 
 

Fr. Ignatius Kunnumpuram OCD 
Pontificio Istituto S.Giovanni Damasceno 
           Via Carlo Emanuele I, 46 
                   00185, Roma, Italy. 
           Ph. 0039- 06- 77267107 
           Mob. 0039-3290203435 
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